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Remarks  on  a  Vamphlet , 
Entiluled,  The  Thoughts  of 
a  Member  of  the  Lower- 
Houfe,  O^c. 


H  E  Difference  in  Opinion  be- 
twixt me,  and  the  Perfon  who 
writes  this  Pamphlet,  confifts 
in  this,  We  agree  in  a  juft  Dc- 
teftation    of  the    Fadt    com- 
plain'd  of,  viz.  the  making  a 
Number  of  Peers  at  once  to  over-rule  a  Majo- 
rity in  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  but  we  difagree  in 
this ;  The  Author  fuppofes  a  Natural  and  Pro- 
per Remedy  to  the  Evil,  which  I  cannot  think 
fufficient,  and  which  Experience  has  fliewn  in- 
effedual.     The  Remedy  which  is  now  pro- 
viding by  an  Ad:  of  Parliament,   before  the; 
Lords,   cannot  be  denied  to   be  of  fufficient 
Force ;   but  he  fuppofes  it  in  other  Refpeds  fo 
dangerous  to  the  Conftitution,  that  it  ought 
not  to  pals  into  a  Law^     I  fliall  endeavour  to 
lliew  that  his  Fears  are  groundlcfs,  and  that  this 
Ad,   fo  far  from  deftroying,   muft  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  our  Conftitution,  and  fuppori  our 
Liberty, 
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It  were  an  Injury  to  him  who  writes  this 
Paper,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  read  what  I 
have  to  offer,  if  I  ihould  give  this  Gentleman's 
Senfe  in  other  Words  than  his  own ;  I  therefore 
tranfcribe  fome  of  his  Lines  exadly ;  thefe, 
and  kw  other- Paflages,  will  bring  the  whole 
Matter  fairly  in  Debate. 

This  Gentleman  having  confefs'd  that  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  liable  to  be 
abufed,  and  have  been  fo  in  a  late  glaring  In- 
ftance,  he  proceeds.  But  the  proper  Remedy  to 
the  Evilj  is  to  puniflo  the  Authors  and  Advi- 
fers  of  the  Abufe^  and  not  deflroy  the  Confti- 
tution  for  an  'Ejwrmity  of  one  Part  of  it.  Per- 
haps it  is  a  proper  Object  of  the  Le^ijlative 
Pozver^  to  confider^  xohether  any  Menr-mtght  ta 
eyijoy  the  higheft  Privileges  and  Honours  in  a 
Commoti-Weahh^  for  their  endeavouring  to  de- 
fixoy  it.  But  with  all  the  Clamour  this  Grievance 
has  produced^  has  there  been  any  Thing  like  this 
attempted  ^  No  :  On  the  contrary ^  the  Grand 
Crminal  fits  triumphant^  glories  in  his  Wicked^ 
7iefs^  a7id  carries  off  the  Price  of  it :  Even  that 
daring  Minifler  durft  not  have  ventured  upon 
fitch  an  Jfiiony  if  he  had  not  had  a  Houfe  of 
Co7nmons  to  fupport  him  in  it. 

If  I  endeavour  to  anfwer  this  Paper ,  by 
fliewing  the  little  Force  of  fome  Objedions 
which  are  made  to  this  Adi  that  is  now  de- 
pending in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  reftraining 
and  limiting  the  Crown  in  the  future  Creation 
of  Peers  ;  I  flatter  my  felf  I  fliall  write  with- 
out ill  Manners  or  Violence.   Having  followed 
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the  Author  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End  of 
his  Pamphlet  without  Prejudice,  I  am  apt  to 
believe  we  may  carry  on  our  Difpute,  without 
the  Spirit  of  Pricftly  Contention  ;  it  feems  to 
me  we  have  the  fame  Principles ,  the  fame 
Views.. 

I  am  fenfible  'tis  a  Gentleman  w  ho  writes,  a 
Friend  to  Virtue,  an  Enemy  to  Vice,  a  Lover 
of  his  Country;  one  zealous  for  maintaining 
the  Conftitution  of  it,  and  to  whom  the 
Whiggifli  Principles  are  not  difagreeable.  We 
cannot  differ  then  in  Fundamentals;  but  I  con- 
ceive his  Fears  upon  this  Occafion,  in  regard  to 
the  Conftitution,  are  groundlefs  and  imagi- 
nary, and  fomewhat  like  the  Effedls  of  Jea- 
loufy,  which  only  arife  from  too  much  Love 
and  Caution. 

Whether  this  Perfon  be  a  Member  of  the 
Lower  Houfe,  or  aflumes  the  Charader,  is  not 
to  the  Purpofe ;  the  Opinion  I  have  of  him 
by  what  he  w  rites,  makes  me  wifli  that  Aflenv 
bly  were  always  compofed  of  Men  of  the  fame 
way  of  Thinking;  if  fo,  it  is  evident  that 
tho(e  bold  Offenders,  v/ho  have  fo  fcandaloufly 
abus'd  this  Prerogative,  could  not  have  efcap'd 
unpunifh'd  :  But  if  upon  the  moft  violent.  Abufe 
of  this  Kind  Hiftory  ever  afforded,  this  natural 
and  proper  Method  has  not  taken  Place  ;  if  a 
Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  full  of  Indignation 
againft  the  Crime  committed,  prov'd  fo  indul- 
gent to  the  Criminal  ;  fure  little  can  be  faid  to 
incline  us  to  depend  upon  the  Remedy  pro- 
posd. 

We 


We  till  think  alike  of  that  laft  Abufe  of  this 
Royal  Prerogative  ,•  and  yet  notwithftanding,  it 
fo  happens ,  that  Pcrfons  (  no  way  tender  of 
the  Prerogative  of  Kings)  are  become  ftrange- 
ly  zealous  for  the  Prefervation  of  this.  I  can- 
not conceive  it  proceeds  from  particular  Re- 
fpcd  to  Monarchy.  It  is  new  indeed,  and 
very  extraordinary,  to  find  Whigs  oppofing  a 
Reftraint  to  Royal  Authority  :  And  nothing 
more  furprizing  could  happen,  did  we  not  fee 
at  the  fame  Time,  a  King  willing  to  limit  that 
Authority  for  a  Publick  Good.  But  a  Prince 
willing  to  part  with  Power,  and  Whigs  un- 
willing to  permit  it ;  thefe  are  Riddles  indeed 
in  EngUflj  Politicks,  but  fuch  as  are  eafily  ex- 
plainVi 

I  Ihall  offer  but  Two  Arguments  to  prove 
the  Difappointment  we  might  meet  with,  if 
we  depended  upon  this  proper  Remedy  of  Par- 
liamentary Punilhment.  A  Remedy  never  fo 
proper  for  the  Difeafe,  will  do  the  Patient  little 
Good,  if  it  cannot  be  come  at :  The  firft  ari- 
fe$  from  this  Author  s  Aflertion,  the  other  from 
my  own  Obfervation.  If  his  daring  Minifter, 
(  as  he  fays)  durjl  not  have  venturd  upon  fuch 
an  ABj  tf  he  had  not  had  a  Houfe  of  Cofnmons 
to  fnpport  hi?n  in  it ;  give  me  leave  to  (ay,  he 
has  given  it  for  granted,  that  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons is  capable  of  fupporting  a  Minifter  in  the 
moft  fcandalous  Attempt. 

To  this  Fad:  which  he  affirms,  let  us  join  ano- 
ther which  no  Body'can  deny,  and  there  wdll 
remain  little  Doubt  as  to  the  Point  in  Queftion. 

One 
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One  Set  of  Men,  or  Party  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, were  capable  of  fupporting  fuch  an  of- 
fending Minifler,  as  without  defcribing^  occurs  to 
our  Thoughts  upon  this  Occafwn.  Another  Set 
of  Men,  and  a  different  Party  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fuffer'd  fuch  an  Offender  to  go  un- 
punifti'd.  'Tis  plain  then  from  what  he  de- 
clares, and  from  this  Example,  too  recent  and 
notorious  to  be  out  of  our  Minds,  that  we  have 
little  or  nothing  to  exped:  from  this  proper  and 
natural  Remedy. 

The  other  Reafon  why  I  never  exped  to  fee 
a  Great  Man,  though  a  great  Tranfgreflbr,  pu- 
nilh'd  in  Parliament,  is  this,  Becaufe  I  look  up- 
on it  as  a  Perquifite  of  the  fucceeding  Miniftry, 
the  abfolving  the  preceeding  Criminals.  I  con- 
ceive then,  that  it  appears  manifeftly  upon  the 
prefent  Foot,  both  from  Reafon  and  Experience, 
that  Minifters,  v/ithout  great  Temerity,  may 
venture  again  upon  this,  or  any  other  the  like 
Enormity,  and  have  nothing  to  fear  but  an 
Impeachment  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons; 
which  I  compare  to  a  great  .Wmd  whiftUng 
arabngfl  Trees,  making  a  Noife  amongft  them, 
)but  blowing  none  of  them  do;vn, 

I  am  fenfible  I  have  been  repetitious  upon 
this  Head;  but  when  a  Remedy  is  propos'd  as 
natural,  which  hardly  ever  comes  to  pafs ;  as 
proper,  which  fcarce  ever  is  put  in  Execu- 
tion; fuch  an  Aflertion  fo  little  fuftain  d,  which 
however  is  to  carry  (as  it  were)  the  Caufe 
caanot  be  too  much  expos,d>  •  - . 
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But  this  fif  I  judge  not  amifij  is  dlredly  to 
the  Point  in  QuelHon,  and  very  material:  If' a 
Houfe  of  Commons  can  be  fo  abandoned  to  a 
Firft  Minifter  (  as  this  Author  feems  to  allow) 
even  to  countenance  him  in  his  Crimes ;  if  the 
Power  of  Miniftry  be  fo  venerated  in  that  Af- 
fembly,  that  even  w  hen  the  Male-Adminiftra- 
tion  is  abhorr'dj  the  evil  Inftruments  are  ac- 
quitted ;  if  one  may  fay  of  Minifters  ,  as  Den- 
ham  faid  of  the  Quaker ,  though  the  Devil  tra- 
pan  the  Adamical  Man  ,  the  Saint  ftands  unin- 
fe(9:ed  ;  when  the  Grand  Inqueft  of  the  Nation 
remains  ufeleft  to  the  Publick,  in  this  principal 
Part  of  their  Duty ,  by  fome  ftrong ,  tho'  not 
unknown  Influence  ;  if  in  fuch  a  Situation  of 
Affairs,  a  Method  is  propos  d  ,  by  which  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  may  become  lefs  depending 
upoii'  the  Crown  or  Minifters,  I  fliould  think 
the  true  Lovers  of  their  Countrey  Ihould  em- 
brace the  Expedient,  unlefs  it  be  attended  with 
very  fatal  Confequences.  Thofe  who  oppole 
this  Bill,  pretend  no  lefs  than  Alterations  which 
fubvert  the  Conflitution  ;  but  in  my  poor  Opi- 
nion, all  who  write  upon  this  Subjed,  firft  beg 
the  Queftion  ,  and  then  draw  moft  terrible 
Confequences,  but  from  no  juft  Foundations. 

Before  I  anfwer  that  Part  of  the  Gentleman's 
Paper,  where  he  pretends  to  iliew  what  our 
Condition  might  be  by  the  Alterations  this 
Ad:  of  Parliament  would  produce  in  our  Con- 
flitution, I  muft  fay  fomething  as  to  the  State 
we  are  now  in;  fince  thofe  Laws  are  pafs'd, 
which  (m  Wqrds  only^  have  united  the  Two 
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Nations  ;  and  I  cannot  in  the  leaft  doubt  but 
it  will  appear ,  fome  Alterations  are  neceflary, 
unlefs  Civil  Wars  and  their  Confequences  are  de- 
firable. 

for  the  falhionable  Prejudices  to  Alterati* 
ens  and  new  Laws,  in  the  general  Senfe,  no- 
thing feems  to  me  more  abfurd.  This  Idea 
would  almoft  make  Parliaments  ufelels  :  Were 
they  not  to  improve  and  fecure  the  Conftitiji*- 
tion  by  fomewhat  new,  they  would  have  rrot- 
thing  to  do,  but  to  lay  Taxes  on  the  People ; 
which  Situation  would  foon  make  them  difa^- 
greeable.  Even  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deity^ 
Perfedlion  feems  to  be  the  Work  of  Time:^ 
Omnipotence  fram'd  the  World  by  Degrees-; 
and  certainly  of  human  Labours,  none  of  theot 
have  been  brought  to  Perfed:ion  at  one  Stroke, 
but  by  repeated  Amendments  and  Alterations. 
Whether  thefe  which  are  now  propos'd,  are 
proper  or  dangerous,  helpful  or  detrimental  to 
the  Publick,  will  beft  appear  from  a  ferious 
Confideration  of  what  is  6fferd  from  botli 
Sides. 

Tho'  I  can  no  Ways  agree  with  thofe  who 
forefee  the  ill  Confequences  that  may  arife  from 
this  Ad:  of  Parliament  ;  yet  I  will  confefs  the 
Motives  mull  be  very  ftrong,  which  induce  fo 
many  different  Interefts  and  Inclinations  to 
the  pafling  of  it.  A  King  without  Bar^gaia 
parts  with  Prerogative  ;  EfigUjJj  Lords  increafe 
the  Number  of  Scotch  Peers  in  their  Houfe, 
and  make  them  Hereditary  ;  the  Commoners 
agree  to  what  is  advantagious  to  Lords,  with- 
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but  any  Benefit  to  themfelves :  Tho'  all  this 
fliould  (well  underftood)  appear  to  be  for  the 
publick  Good  ,  yet  I  confefs  it  will  furprize 
the  World,  that  the  beft  Projedt  fliould  fuCr 
ceed,  attended  with  the  Prejudices  of  Novelty 
and  Difficulties,  which  at  firft  Sight  feem  to 
have  Weight :  Even  the  Probability  of  its  pal- 
ling, is  owing,  in  my  Opinion,  to  the  extreme 
Neceflity  of  this  Law,  or  fomething  that  may 
have  the  like  EfFed. 

If  this  Ad:  take  Place,  it  is  a  ftrong  Proof  of 
whatl  prefumeto  aflert,That  no  Countrey  was 
ever  in  worfe  Circumftances ;  fince  the  Union 
of  the  Two  Nations  muft  prove  the  Ruin  of 
Both,  if  the  Errors,  which  perhaps  were  una- 
voidable, in  the  bringing  us  together,  be  not 
amended,  or  capable  of  Amendment. 

If  we  confider  ferioufly,  there  will  appear  the 
higheft  Abfurdities  in  our  prefent  Frame  :  We 
are  like  a  Ship  built  of  Old  and  Green  Timber, 
fo  ill  patch'd  together,  that  we  muft  founder  in 
the  firft  Storm.  And  there  is  nothing  more  ri- 
diculous ,  than  to  fay  ,  the  Legiflature  ought 
not,  cannot,  fliall  not  fave  Two  Nations  in  the 
extremeft  Danger,  by  proper  Alterations  in  the 
known  and  ufual  Methods  of  the  Conftitution  ; 
if  fo,  this  becomes  the  proper  MottOy  tho'  a 
ftrange  one  indeed,  for  a  Parliament,  and  the 
Supreme  Authority, 

Video  meliora  prohoqiie^'  deteriora  fequor. 

The  Union  was  fcarce  in  Beings  but  it  was 
the  common  Difcourfe  and  general  Opinion, 
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that  the  Articles  of  it,  in  regard  to  the  Scotch^ 
were  fuch,  as  would  oblige  that  People,  upon 
the  firft  Occafion,  to  take  up  Arms  in  order  to 
diflblveit.  A  dangerous  Rebellion  has  fince  prov'd 
this  to  be  true  :  And  there  is  no  Perfon  who  will 
not  confefs,  there  are  fair  Probabilities  of  ano- 
ther at  this  Time ;  all  owing  to  the  miftaken 
Terms  of  the  Union. 

Whenever  a  general  Difcontent  appears,  it  is 
to  be  fear'd  there  are  Reafons  for  it ;  but  in  this 
Cafe,  they  are  obvious  and  plain.  The  greatefl 
Error  in  this  ill-adjufted  Scheme  with  Scotland^ 
I  take  to  be  this.  That  the  Hardftiips  f  inevita- 
ble perhaps  at  firft )  are  (iich  as  never  can 
have  an  End.  A  People  may  bear  fome  prefent 
Damage  with  Patience,  for  a  publick  Good,  and 
for  future  Advantage ;  but  Men  of  Spirit,  fub- 
jecfled  to  National  and  Perpetual  Injuries,  will 
never  ceafe  to  refent  them  ,  and  never  lofc  any 
Opportunity  to  eafe  or  revenge  themfelves. 
When  there  is  a  Profpedt  of  a  Remedy,  not- 
withftanding  it  be  a  remote  One  ,  there  is 
Room  for  Patience.  Tho'  the  prefent  Age  can- 
not have  the  Benefit  propos'd  ,  there  is  imprint- 
ed in  Human  Nature ,  a  neceflary  Tendernels 
for  Pofterity,  but  NEVER  is  a  very  difagree- 
able  Word  ;  and  an  Injuftice  remedilefs  in  the 
natural  Motions  of  a  Government,  muft  occa- 
fion fome  convulfive  ones,  fatal  to  the  Confti- 
tution  and  the  Countrey. 

In  a  word  ,  whoever  is  for  ftridly  adhering 
to  the  prefent  Terms  of  Union  ;  whoever  is  of 
Opinion,  that  the  vifible  Miftakes  in  thofe  in- 
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Judicious  Laws,  are  not  to  be  amended  by  the 
Legiflature,  I  declare  him  a  damn'd  Papift  in 
Politicks  •  for  he  is  placing  an  Infallibility  in 
the  Makers  of  thofe  Laws  ,  raore  prejudicial  to 
the  State ,  than  the  Infallibility  of  the  Pope  to 
true  Religion  ;  he  is  alfo  fecuring  to  all  Pre- 
tenders whatfoever ,  whether  fupported  by  Spa- 
niards ,  Swedes  ,  Mufcovites ,  or  Turks ,  the 
Nation  of  Scotland  ready  to  take  Arms  upon  all 
Occafions,  and  to  all  Ages. 

If  any  Argument  have  Weight  in  this  Mat- 
tter,  and  can  be  faid  to  be  truly  flated,  it  is  the 
Difficulty  or  Injuftice  of  taking  from  fome  Per- 
fons,  innocent  and  unheard,  what  they  have  a 
Right  to.  But  if  this  Law  do  not  pafe,  it  is  not 
a  Part  of  the  Nobility  of  Scotland^  but  the 
Whole,  that  remain  under  a  perpetual  Grievance 
and  Injury.  No  Scotch  Peer,  from  the  firft  to 
the  laft,  can  ever  be  a  Peer  of  England^  [  fo  it 
is  adjudged  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  ]  but  by  the 
prefent  Projed*  Five  and  Twenty  are  admitted, 
(  fuch  as  indeed  they  ought  to  be  )  who  fit  in  a 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  at  leaft  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent as  their  Fellow  Peers ;  and  all  the  Fami- 
lies at  prefent  excluded,  are  fecure  of  the  fame 
Honour  in  Time ;  fince  thofe  Extindt  are  by 
Obligation  to  be  fill'd  up  out  of  the  remaining 
Nobility.  The  pretended  Hardfliip  to  the  Eiedt- 
ing  Scotch  Lords,is  in  truth,  and  when  confider'd, 
a  Favour  to  them  ;  but  fuch  an  one  as  will  ne- 
ver be  received  by  thofe  difaffeded  to  the  Go- 
vernment, which  I  fear  are  not  few  in  Number: 
So  that  Confentj,  however  defirable  on  this  Oc- 
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cafion,  cannot  be  expedted.  The  Truth  is,  all 
was  agairifl  Nature  in  the  firft  Conception,  and 
confequently  the  Birth  muft  prove  monftrous ; 
neither  can  Co  many  Irregularities  be  cured  by 
Methods  without  fome  Exceptions. 

By  what  this  Ad  would  remedy,  tho'  all 
could  not  be  pleas'd  immediately,  the  moft 
confiderable,  and  the  moft  dangerous  Body  of 
the  Scotch  Nobility  would  be  fatisfied,  and  there 
would  be  a  Time  when  all  difuniting  Circum- 
ftances  would  ceafe.  But  were  the  Streams  of 
Union  to  flow  to  Eternity  in  the  prefent  Chan- 
nel, they  could  never  make  one  River;  the  Wa- 
ters would  run  unmix'd  to  the  End  of  Time : 
The  Law  proposed,  is  the  only  Expedient  to 
make  One  Nation  of  Two,  uniting  in  one 
common  Intereft  the  Extremes  of  Britain. 

When  I  am  fpeaking  of  the  Incongruities  of 
the  Union  in  refped:  to  Scotland^  I  muft,  in 
few  Words,  reprefent  the  Indecencies  that  are 
notorious;  the  Prejudices  that  are  occafioned  to 
our  Engli(lo  Conftitution  by  fome  Parts  of  it, 
thofe  particularly  which  are  now  endeavour  d  to 
be  amended  by  this  Bill. 

A  Perfon  curious  to  be  informed  of  our  Go- 
vernment, when  he  was  told  of  a  Number  of 
Eleded  Lords  fitting  with  equal  Authority 
amongft  Hereditary  Peers,  his  firft  Queftion 
woud  be.  By  whom  are  they  Eleded?  When 
he  is  made  acquainted,  that  their  immediate 
Generation  is  from  the  King  and  Minifters; 
that  they  are  Lords  at  Pleafure  only,  and  upon 
their  good  Behaviour ;  that  they  die  in  a  ihort 

time 
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time  like  Infec3:s,  and  can  revive  no  more,  but 
by  the  Sunfliine  of  the  Court. 

The  very  ftating  the  Cafe  is  fufficient ;  fure 
there  does  not  want  Arguments  againfl  what 
{^tms  fo  monftrous,  fo  fhameful,  and  fo  very 
prejudicial  to  the  Freedom  and  very  Being  of  a 
Houfe  of  Parliament.  As  thefe  Scotch  Lords 
are  received  w^ith  Difguft  by  the  Englijh  Peerage, 
fo  they  fit  amongft  them  with  Indignation.  As 
the  Engliflo  refent  being  oblig'd  to  admit  Com- 
panions without  Freedom,  fo  the  Peers  of  North 
Britain  groan  under  the  Burthen  of  their  De- 
pendency. Are  thefe  fit  Guefts  for  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  >  How  fatal  would  it  be,  when  a  Reme- 
dy is  at  Hand  to  fuch  Abfurdities,  if  Paffion, 
miftaken  Self-Intereft,  and  Pride  fliould  difap- 
point  us  of  it  ? 

It  cannot  be  conceived,  a  King,  how  graci- 
ous foever,  how  little  defirous  of  unneceilary 
Power  ,  that  he  fliould  wantonly  toft  away 
what  fome  pretend  fo  eflential  a  Part  of  his  Pre- 
rogative. With  all  poffible  Refped:  alfo  to  the 
prefent  Miniflers ,  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the 
Averfion  to  the  Power  of  influencing  in  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  was  the  only  Motive  to  the  pre- 
paring this  Adt :  In  my  Opinion,  it  was  a  due 
Confideration  of  the  dangerous  Condition  we 
are  in,  that  made  them  think  of  providing  fome 
Remedy  to  the  impending  and  neceilary  Mif- 
chiefs. 

The  Prefervation  of  our  Wealth,  Quiet,  Li- 
berty and  Religion,  I  take  all  this,  in  a  great 
Degree,  to  depend  upon  the  Fate  of  this  Bill ; 

that 


C<5] 

that  Is,  I  firmly  believe,  unlefs  the  Conditions 
of  the  Union  may  be  fo  amended,  as  that  the 
Scotch  Nation  may  not  remain  under  an  Eternal 
Difpofition,  I  had  almoft  faid  Obligation,  to 
rebel,  that  fooner  or  later  all  that  is  dear  to  us 
will  be  facrified  to  our  prelent  Paffions  of  Obfti- 
nacy  and  Pride. 

A  Civil  War  muft  enfue ;  and  let  En^l[(Jmien 
confidcr,  that  the  Contending  Princes  m.uft  fup- 
port  different  Religions,  different  Principles,  n 
and  differing  Parties ;  and  to  fight  their  Quarrel, 
mull  introduce  into  this  miferable  Country  al- 
moft as  many  Sorts  of  Deftroyers,  as  there  are 
Nations  in  Europe:  This  indeed  will  prove, 
phifquam  Ctvtlia  Bella. 

If  a  King  then,  urged  by  thefe  Neceffities,  is 
willing  to  part  with  a  great  Prerogative,-  when 
Minifters  (forgetting  that  the  Influence  of  the 
Crown  is  lefs  often  made  ufe  of  for  the  Prince, 
than  the  Favourite)  ad:  fo  like  Patriots;  fliould 
not  every  Part  of  the  Conftitution  imitate  the 
Generofity  of  the  Prince,  and  follow  the  good 
Example  (once)  given  by  Statefmen:  Were  it 
not  fcandalous  for  any  Body  of  Men  to  oppofe, 
what  only  can  prevent  thofe  Tragick  Scenes  I 
have  mentioned  ?  And  were  there  fome  private 
Intereft  at  Stake,  (which  is  not  the  Cafe) 
fliould  it  not  be  facrificed  to  this  Publick  Good, 
and  to  fuch  preffing  Neceffities. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  plain,  that  un- 
lefs proper  Remedies  be  made  ufe  of,  as  we  live 
(^to  my  Regret )  under  Septennial  Parliaments, 
fo  we  muft  live  under  Annual  Rebellions.  How- 
ever, 
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ever,  tho'  It  were  to  prevent  Eternal  Taxes  ^  to 
prevent  Numbers  of  Troops,  which  in  dange- 
rous Times  will  ever  be  demanded  and  allowed ; 
were  it  to  prevent  all  that  can  be  imagined  of 
Evil,  yet  I  protell:  I  would  not  promote  this  Bill, 
if  fuch  Confequences  as  are  pretended ,  could 
follow  from  it.  It  is  time  therefore  to  confider 
that  Part  of  the  Pamphlet,  where  thefe  terrible 
Events  are  foretold. 

There  are  many  declamatory  Objedions  pub- 
liflied  againft  this  Bill.  One  Author  declares, 
If  this  Bill  pafTes,  that  this  well-form'd  Monar- 
chy degenerates  immediately,  not  only  into  an 
Ariftocracy,  but  even  into  the  worfl  Sort  of 
that  bad  Kind  of  Government;  and  reprefents 
(but  very  little  to  the  Purpofe)  all  the  Defeds 
of  Ariftocratical  Dominion. 

The  Writer,  whom  I  particularly  apply  my 
felf  to,  fuppofes  fuch  an  Exorbitancy  of  Power 
to  accrue  to  the  Lords  by  this  Bill^  to  which  there 
can  be  no  Limit atio7i-,  but  what  flows  from  their 
Lordjhips  Juflice^  Moderation^  and  Satiety  of 
Power. 

Our  happy  Government  is  truly  reprefented 
by  all  of  them,  as  a  Mixture  of  Authorities 
counterbalancing  one  another ;  but  all  of  a  fud- 
den,  the  weakeft  and  Icaft  dangerous  Part  of 
that  Conftitution  is  made  capable  of  overturning 
the  other  Two ;  tho'  there  be  no  ufeful  Autho- 
rities taken  from  the  Crown,  no  Privilege  nor 
Right  taken  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  nor 
any  real  Power  added  to  the  Lords  to  make  them 
thus  formidable. 

In 
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In  the  Front  of  a  terrible  Paragraph  you 
will  find  thefe  Words,  If  this  Prerogative  is 
taken  away^  the  Honfe  of  Lords  will  be  a  fixt 
independent  Body^  7Wt  to  be  cnlVd  to  account 
like  a  Mimjiry^  nor  to  be  diffolvd  or  changd 
like  a  Hoitfe  of  Commons-^  and  nothi7ig  can 
Jiand  before  thenu 

I  muft  in  courfe  enumerate  all  the  other  extra- 
vagant, ridiculous,  and  impoffible  Feats  that  are 
to  be  perform'd  by  the  Lords  after  the  pafling 
this  Ad.  But  why,  and  to  what  purpofe  they 
fliould  engage  in  fuch  Attempts,  or  how,  and 
by  what  means  make  them  fuccefsful  ^  of 
this  there  is  not  one  Word,  and  nothing  faid 
to  fhew  the  probability,  or  poffibility  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  fuch  Dr>n-.^i;tr^f-Undertakings. 

I  give  a  Lift  of  them  in  the  Authors  own 
Words,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  the  Liberty 
to  fay,  that  this  part  of  the  Pamphlet  fhews 
ipore  of  the  Writers  ill  Humour,  than  Judg- 
ment. If  their  Lordjhips  Jljould  take  it  into 
their  thoughts  to  diflike  th^  Minifiry^  and  com^ 
mil  them  to  Prifon^  I  woidd  willingly  k?iow 
who  Jljall  fetch  them  out.  Or  if  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  Jljould  be  fo  imwary  as  to  give 
them  Offence^  and  their  Lordjhips  thi?ik  ft  to 
declare  they  could  aEi  no  longer  in  concert  with 
a  Body  of  Men  who  had  ufed  them  fo  ill-^ 
his  evident  the  Crown  mufl  exert  its  Authority 
to  chufe  another  more  to  their  Lordfiips  fancy^ 
and  afterwards  ufe  its  utmof  Efforts  to  keep 
them  in  n  becoming  Complaifance  to  their  Bet^ 
ters.    If  they  jhould  refolve  to  have  all  the 
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great  Employments  of  England  in  themf elves 
and  Families  ^  or  fboidd  take  a  Conceit  to  he 
like  the  Nobles  of  fome  other  Countries^  to  pay  no 
Taxes  thenifelves^  and  yet  receive  the  greatejl 
part  of  what  is  paid  by  others  in  Salaries  and 
Penfions  :  I  would  ask  the  Advocates  for  fisch 
a  iaw^  what  recourfe  the  Crown  and  People 
have  } 

A  few  of  the  fecond-rate  and  felfifh  Argu- 
ments I  fliall  juft  mention.  There  is  a  great 
Apprehenfion  exprefl,  that  this  Adt  will  place 
the  Lords  in  a  Situation  of  craving  and  obtain- 
ing more  Places,  pf  ingtoffing  all  other  Ho- 
nours, as  that  of  the  Garter  to  themfelves. 

This  miliaken  Notion  is  flung  in  aniongft  the 
teft,  that  the  Crown  cannot  debafe  the  No- 
bility and  make  it  cheap,  without  lefTening 
its  own  Authority  and  Power. 

One  would  think  by  the  general   Turn   of 
thefe  Pamphlets,  that  all  Kings  and  Minifters 
had  been  lately  prepar'd  to  fing  in  Concerts  j 
they  are  reprefented  fo  tame  and  fo  harmlefs, 
that  it  becomes  as  unnecefTary  to  provide  a- 
gainft  the  influence  of  Courts  in  Parliament, 
as  unjuil:  to  deprive  the  Minifters  of  the  Op- 
portunities of  giving  ill  Advice  :  but  Lords, 
(Heavens  proted  us  !)  are  fuch  terrible  Crea- 
tures, that  one  Grain  more  added   in    their 
Ballance,  makes  them  Omnipotent  and  Irre- 
fiftible,  and  capable  to  tofs  the  King  and  Com- 
mons in  a  Blanket  ^  as  they  ferve  a  Scoundrel 
who  cannot  pay  his  Bett  in  a  Cock-Fit. 

I 


C  '93 

Ilhall  not  contend  with  this  Gentleman  in  fa- 
vour of  Arifiocratical  Government  ,  God  for- 
bid there  (liould  be  no  Limitation  to  the  Pow- 
er of  the  Peers,  but  what  flows  from  their 
J  ordjhips  Jujiice  nr  Safety  of  Power  ^  God 
forbid  there  Ihould  be  no  Limitation  to  the 
Power  of  the  Commons,  but  what  proceeds 
from  their  Incorruptnefs  and  Moderation  : 
We  will  allow  all  good  Qualities  to  thofe  who 
compofe  thefe  Auguft  Alfemblies,  as  far  as 
Men  with  human  Fallions  are  capable  of  them, 
but  will  not  (depending  on  their  Vermes) 
bate  one  Inch  of  any  fort  of  Limitation  or 
Reftraint,  by  which  Evil  may  be  prevented 
and  the  Conftitution  fecurM  :  Neither  can 
we  juftitie  it  to  our  Country  or  Pofterity,  if 
we  lofe  any  Opportunity  by  which  our  Go- 
vernment can  be  improved  and  better  defend- 
ed. But  befides  thofe  Securities  we  have,  if 
more  or  better  were  to  be  obtained,  or  thofe 
we  are  pollefs'd  of  improv'd  ^  I  underftand 
not  the  Policy  which  can  incline  any  Society 
of  Men,  or  any  particular  Perfon  to  oppofe 
an  Alteration  if  beneficial,  only  becaufe  'tis 
an  Alteration. 

The  degrees  of  Evil  betwixt  Ar'tftocracy 
aad  Democracy  are  little  to  the  purpofe  ,  na- 
tural things  are  often  improv'd  by  mixtures 
of  different  Ingredients,  and  a  Lover  of  the 
Engliflj  Conftitution  fhould  remember  that  the 
Drams  of  Arijiocracy  and  Democracy^  which 
are  flung  into  our  Compofition,  are  the  An- 
tidotes againft  that  Poifon  of  Tyranny,  wath 
C  2  which 
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which  at  prefent  almofl:  the  whole  World  is 
infeded.  And  if  our  Government  confifts  of 
feveral  Branches,  (no  matter  what  Titles  we 
give  them)  it  were  hard  to  find  out  what  is 
really  good  for  one  part,  which  would  not  be 
advantageous  to  the  whole ,  or  what  is  bad 
for  one  part,  that  is  not  detrimental  to  the 
others.  If  we  examin  the  matter  in  queftion 
thefe  feveral  ways,  I  perfuade  my  felf,  we 
Ihall  foon  determine  whether  the  Projeft  be 
good  or  bad. 

Without  enlarging  upon  the  nature  of  our 
Conftitution,  which  might  (hew  how  little  to 
the  purpofe  are  the  Lacedemonian  and  Danijh 
Examples  ,  it  would  fuffice  to  fay,  it  would  be 
better  in  all  refpeds,  that  it  confifted  but  of 
one  Branch  or  Authority  than  of  many  j  un- 
lefs  the  different  parts  of  the  Government 
were  calculated  to  be  a  proper  Ballance  one 
againft  the  other,  if  there  was  not  force 
enough  for  a  regular  fufficient  and  decent  Op- 
pofition  in  the  feveral  parts  of  this  Compound 
Government,  it  would  be  liable  to  many  Ob- 
jections :  Whereas  upon  this  Suppofition  it  is 
allow'd  to  be  the  beft  of  all,  no  one  part  of 
this  Government  muft  be  permitted  like  Mofes's 
Serpent,  to  be  capable  of  devouring  the  others. 
A  weak  and  infignificant  Conteft  would  be 
detrimental  to  Action,  and  no  Conteft  would 
be  fatal  to  Liberty. 

I  muft  now  beg  leave  only  in  few  words  to 
turn  the  Phrafe  ^  Is  not  influence  and  force  in 
Either  Houfe  of  Parliament  the  DiiTolution  of 

Govern- 


Government?  Is  not  a  Violation  of  the  Rights 
of  one  Hoafe,  a  Breach  upon  the  other,  and 
an  Injury  to  the  whole  Frame  ?  Is  not  an  In- 
undation of  Lords  into  the  Upper-Houfe, 
and  Numbers  pour'd  in  upon  them  at  once  to 
ferve  a  Turn,  deftroying  the  very  nature  and 
being  of  Parliaments  ?  Is  not  a  defeating  the 
Ufa,  Defign,  and  Properties  of  a  Parliament, 
an  Injury  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  How- 
comes  it  about  then,  there  fhould  be  fuch  a 
feparate  Intereft,  in  fo  eifential  a  Point  to 
Liberty  ? 

It  were  abfard  to  fay,  This  Ad  of  Parlia- 
ment  would  not  make  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
in  fome  Circumftances  inore  free,  and  lefs 
dependent  on  the  Crown  and*  Minifters  ,  at 
leaft  thefe  Writers  muft  not  difpute  it,  who 
offer  it  in  their  Papers  as  an  Argument  againft 
it.  If  Freedom  and  Independency  in  Houfes  of 
Parliament  be  now  fuppos'd  prejudicial  to  our 
Gonftitution,  it  is  a  Doclrine  new  fat  leaft 
amongft  the  Whiggs  to  this  Day)  and  very 
foolifh  have  been  the  Endeavours  of  many 
Patriots  and  Wife-men,  who  have  done  their 
utmoft  to  introduce  Self-denial  and  qualifying 
Bills,  for  preventing  the  iriflaence  of  the 
Court  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

But  fliall  it  be  taken  for  granted,  that  In* 
dependency  and  Freedom  are  proper  and  fafe 
in  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  improper  and 
unfafe  in  a  Houfe  of  Lords  ?  I  flatter  myfelf, 
|:hat  calm  reafoning  will  over-throw  the  bright- 
ieft  Sophiftry  ^  and  who  is  there,  that  in  plain 
'  Englijb^ 
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BuglijI)  will  ofFer  to  alTert,  Freedom  in' the 
Houies  of  Parliament  not  to  be  the  main  fupport 
of  Property  ?  If  fo,  who  can  deny  that  the  bet- 
ter fecuring  of  Liberty  in  one  Houfe,  is  an 
advantage  to  the  other,  and  an  Improvement 
and  Security  to  th-e  whok  Conftitution. 

But  perhaps  it  is  giot  unneceflary  to  explain 
the  Independency  .in  que(iion.  As  long  as  the 
Conftitution  lafts,  there  never  can  be  in  either 
Houfe  an  Independency  from  the  Crown, 
neither  ftriclly  fpeaking;  can  the  Crown  be 
independent  from  the  Parliament  or  the  Peo- 
ple ;  but  what  is  meant  by  Independency  is 
this.  That  every  part  of  the  Conftitution  (hall 
have  the  free  Exercife  of  their  proper  Fun- 
ftions,  without  Lett  or  Hindrance  ^  and  what- 
ever obftrufts  thefe  Operations,  proper  to  the 
feveral  parts  of  our  com.plicated  Government, 
as  foon  as  it  is  perceiv'd  or  found  out,  it  ought 
to  be  remov'd  by  the  Legiflature  :  and  what- 
ever helps  the  Crown  or  the  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament in  the  proper  Exercifes  of  their  mutual 
Privileges  and  Authorities ,  that  (hould  like- 
wife  by  the  Legiflature  be  ftrengthned  upon 
all  occafions  and  confirp'd. 

But  1  never  met  in  all  the  Papers  that  ever 
came  to  my  Hands,  the  like  Rhapfody  of  No- 
tions flung  together,  which  appear  in  thefe 
writ  upon  this  Occafion,  as  if  it  were  only  to 
confound  our  Underftanding  :  In  this  weighty 
Article,  The  Koufe  of  -  Lords  will  he  afixt  in- 
dependmt  Eody^  6cc.  what  is  meant?  Are  they 
to  be  underftood   independent  and  dangerous 
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,'  becaufe  their  Numbers  are  fixt?  This  J  deny, 
tho'  it  is  what  the  Author  would  infinuate, 
yet  when  he  undertakes  to  prove  it,  he  will 
find  it  difficult  :  For,  befides  many  good  Rea- 
fons  to  oppofe,  I  have  a  fatal  Example  againfl 
him,  which  I  wonder  he  was  not  aware  ofF- 
and  he  muft  give  me  leave  to  tell  him,  that 
there  is  no  place  where  Men  lie  under  fo  great 
Sufpicion  of  dependency,  as  in  that  very  Af- 
fembly,  incapable  of  Increafe,  where  he  would 
have  this  Privilege  of  being  a  fixt  Body  folely 
to  remain. 

As  ftrong  and  apt  as  this  Precedent  is  which 
I  produce  againfl  him,  as  weak  is  his  own  Ex- 
ample, cited  by  himfelf  in   his  eighth  Page; 
which  he  introduces  with   the  Method  he  is 
fond  of,    which    is  complicating  Ideas,    and 
then  forming  his  Arguments   upon  that  part 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Point  in 
Queition  :    his  Words  are.  When  the  Commons 
ivere  tritfted  with  fuch  a  Fower^  the  luft  of 
'Dominion  foon  got   the  better  of  their  Vertue^ 
they  firfi  garbled  their  own  Houfe  by  expelling 
their  refrathry  Members^  then  deposed  the  King  ; 
and  at  laji  the  Ho2ife  of  Lords  ^    and  affimed 
a  greater  Tyranny  to  themfelves  than  they  of- 
pos^d  in  the  Crowji. 

To  underftand  what  Power  he  means,  we 
•muft  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  Para- 
graph, where  thefe  Words  are  artfully  placed 
at  a  diftance.     If  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were 
fixt  a7id  indijfolvable^    the  Government  would 
foon  devolve  into  an  ill  contrivd  Detnocracy^ 

and 
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and  the  Crown  won! J  have  no  remedy  but  ac^ 
quiescence  or  force.  Such  a  Body  of  Men 
would  feel  their  own  weighty  and  always  think 
it  hmdable  to  en^reafe  it^  5Cc.  The  firfl  Word 
made  ufe  of  is  proper,  fixt  is  a  fignificant  Ex- 
preflion,  when  we  have  under  coniideration 
the  fixing  and  limiting  the  number  of  Peers  j 
but  why  is  this  word  Indijfolvable  coupled  to 
the  other?  With  a  good  reafon  indeed,  if  fuch 
an  Artifice  could  pafs  upon  us,  to  make  that 
true  by  the  lafl:  Expreflion,  which  is  falfe 
from  the  firft,  tho'  the  firft  only  relates  to  the 
matter  in  Queftion. 

Were  any  thing,  in  the  Bill  propofed,  tend- 
ing to  make  the  Houfe  of  Lords  indifTolvable, 
that  is,  that  they  (hould  be  a  continuing  Bo- 
dy of  Men  in  the  fole  exercife  of  Power, 
whilft  a  King  were  at  Hanover^  or  Members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  Hunting  at 
their  Country  Seats  ^  this  indeed  would  be  a 
juft  Foundation  to  all  the  Prophetick  Dangers 
and  evil  Confequences  which  are  fo  unjuftly 
afcribed  not  only  to  this  harmlefs^  (but  proper^ 
Expedient  for  the  fupport  of  the  Govern- 
ment ^  but  I  take  leave  to  fay,  when  I  make 
ufe  of  thefe  Terms,  Harinlefs^  and  Expedient^ 
I  pretend  that  both  are  to  the  purpofe  •  nei- 
ther do  I  fuppofe  any  thing,  or  exped:  it 
IBould  be  granted,  till  I  have  firft  given  the 
Proftfs  of  what  I  affirm. 

There  often  arifes  this  Inconvenience  from 
Eloquence,  that  fome  Expreflions  which  give 
grace  to  the  Paragraph,  do  prejudice  to  the 
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Caufe.  This  Writer,  before  he  makes  an  end 
of  his  Period,  has  flung  away  the  eflential 
Term,  that  upon  which  the  whole  matter 
turns,  and  proves  and  confelFes  all  I  could  de- 
fire  of  him  to  my  purpofe,  and  againft  him- 
felf  5  which  is  no  lefs,  than  that  alt  this  mif- 
chief  he  complains  of  was  brought  about  by 
the  Commoners,  becaufe  they  were  not  a  fixt 
Body,  not  becaufe  they  were  fo.  Firft,  fays 
he,  they  garbled  their  oivn  Houfe  by  expelling 
their  refratlory  Members^  5Cc.  Sure  it  need 
not  be  contefled  that  the  appellation  of  ?i  jixt 
Body  can  only  be  applied  to  thofe,  whof^ 
Number  can  neither  be  encreas'd  or  dimi- 
nifli'd  j  and,  if  this  had  been  the  Cafe  of  thst 
Houfe  of  Commons,  thofe  refractory  Members 
muft  have  continued  in  that  Affembly,  and 
probably  would  have  prevented  all  the  enfuing 
Mifchief  5  thofe  Mifchiefs  which  were  owing 
fokly  to  the  latter  Expreflion,  their  Iiaving 
made  themfelves  Indiffolvnhle, 

There  is  fomething  very  extraordinary  in 
the  Nature  of  this  Debate.  The  Arguments 
made  ufe  of  by  my  Adverfary  to  his  purpofe, 
which  to  me  appear  weak  and  infufficient, 
I  wifh  I  could  prove  them  ftrong  and  unde- 
niable to  recommend  my  opinion*  If  this 
Ad:  were  fufficient  to  make  Lords  free  in  their 
Votes,  and  independent  upon  Miniflers,  I 
think  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Peofxle  of 
England  fliould  not  only  give  their  confent  to 
it,  but  give  Millions  alfo  to  obtain  it  •,  and  as? 
the  Lords  could  do  nothing,  more  for  the 
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good  of  the  Nation,  tlian  concurring  and  af- 
lilling  in  all  Methods  to  procure  fuch  freedom 
and  independency  to  the  Houtc.of  Commons  j 
why  the  Commons  fliould  oppofc  any  thing 
that  is  fuppos'd  to  have  that  effect  as  to  the 
Upper  Houfe^  is  paft  my  Underftanding.  But 
in  truth,  the  Ad  makes  little  or  no  alteration 
as  to  the  point  of  Dependancy,  but  in  one 
fingle  inftance  j  none  of  the  influences  the 
Court  has  over  that  Body  are  weaken'd,  or 
taken  away ,  this  A&  only  prevents  a  fingle 
Blali  of  Wind,  a  Hurricane  from  tearing  up 
all  by  the  Roots  in  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
deftroying*that  part  of  our  Conftitution.  For, 
give  me  leave  to  fay,  That^  which  by  an  im- 
7iMnral  Violence  snakes  it  nfelefs^  dejlroys  it. 

Were  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  dimini- 
fhed,  or  taken  away  ^  were  the  Generofity  of 
our  Kings  reftrain'd  ^  were  there  no  fuch 
thing  left  as  fecret  Service,  or  Privy  Purfe  • 
w^ere  the  Places  and  Preferments  of  the  Go- 
vernment, put  into  other  Hands,  than  thofe 
of  the  Sovereign,  one  might  fuppofe  that 
Lords  would  become  worfe  Courtiers  than  they 
are  5  but  v/hile  thofe  matters  ftand  in  Statu 
quo  ^  I  dare  anfwer  for  their  good  Breeding 
and  Complalfance  upon  moft  occafions.  This 
Ad  cannot  be  faid  to  prevent  the  influence 
of  a  Court  in  a  Houfe  of  Lords  *,  it  would  in 
truth  prevent  a  fudden  infulting  of  thofe  who 
were  born  Lords,  by  thofe  who  were  not 
fuch,  an^d  never  would  have  been  fuch,  but 

upon 


upon  fucli  fcandalous  Occafions  ,   and  this  is 
tiae  whole  of  the  matten. 

But  the  King  lofes  a  Prerogative  neceffary 
to  keep  the  Lords  in  Subjection  ^   and  if  the 
moft  extravagant  ufe  of  it  is  limited,  the  Bands 
of  Government  are  diifolv'd.     Suppofe   the 
Abufe  of  this  Pover  were  not  a  juft  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  all  pofuble  Care  (hould  be 
taken  that  it  (houid  not  become  fo^   and  if  it 
be  even  in  this  abufed  manner  a  Right,  which 
the  Crown  might  pretend  to,    it  is  high  time 
it  Ihould  be  limited  and  retrained,  as  others 
have  been:    And  fure  there    never   was    fo 
proper  an  Opportunity  for  it,  as  when   the 
Generofity  of  a  Kmg  enclines  him  to  procure 
it.     But  in  regard  to  our  Conftitution,  \  take 
this  matter  to  ftand  upon    the  fame  foot  as 
what  I  am  going  to  mention  in  fome   of  the 
Grerjan  Governments,    where  there  were  no 
pofitive  Laws  again  ft  fome  unnatural  and  de- 
reftable  Crimes,    becaufe  'twas  eftcem'd    that 
fuch  heinous  Facts  could  never  be  committed : 
And  fliall  it  be  pretended   fuch  Enormities 
are  allowable,  becaufe  no  publick  Audiority 
or  fpecial  Law  hath  condemn'd  them?   'biit 
upon  fuch  horrid  Improvements  in  Wicked- 
nefs,  when  fome  late  Minifters   have   fliew'd 
themfelves    capable    of    fuch    impudent    At- 
tempts againfl:  the  Conftitution,    if  they  are 
not  prevented  by  the  Punilhment  of  the  fird 
who  introduced  them,    or  by  pofitive  Law, 
it  is  to  be  fear'd  the  evil  Prefident  will  foon 
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mellow  into  Cuftom,   and  in  time  be  defend- 
ed as  a  juftifiable  Right  in  the  Crown. 

But  now  let  us  examin  from  whence  pro- 
ceeds this  Terror  of  the  Lords ,  or  this 
Pov/er,  like  to  prove  fo  formidable  and  dan- 
gerous, either  upon  the  foot  they  now  ftand, 
or  as  their  Condition  will  be  when  this  Bill 
pafles  into  a  Law.  Indeed  there  are  fcatter'd 
up  and  down  in  Pamphlets,  very  dreadful 
Alfertions  upon  this  Subjed^  nothing  can 
ftand  before  them ,  Who,  or  what  Power 
fhall  clear  the  Goals  of  their  Prifoners  ?  Who 
fhall  oblige  them  to  pay  Taxes,  or  fubmit  to 
the  Laws  in  being  ?  How  Ihall  the  poor 
Commoners  fave  themfelves  when  under  their 
Difpleafure  ?  How  fhall  the  Crown  keep  it 
felf  from  being  infulted  }  What  a  weak  De- 
fence muft  even  the  King,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  People  make  againfl:  this  fixt^ 
independent^  and  dangerous  Body  ? 

But  the  poor  f^inifiers^  why  thus  expos'd? 
if  the  Lords  diflike  them,  and  put  them  in 
Prifon,  alas !  alas  I  what  Remedy  for  thole 
innocent  Creatures  ?  'Tis  trufe  the  Devil  al- 
ways affifts  them  againft  a  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  brings  them  off,^:  but  Heaven  can  give 
them  no  Protection  if  the  Houfe  of  Lords  fall 
upon  them.  Is  not  this.pretty  Stuff  to  offer 
in  a  Debate  upon  one  of  the  moft  important 
Subjefls  that  ever  depended  in  Parliament, 
without  the  leaft  Argument  of  any  Solidity 
to  give  Countenance  to  thefe  worfe  than  MJJj 
Preams?  ' 

^     *  They 


They  mufl  labour  againfl  Wind  and  Tide, 
who  endeavour  to  perfuade  that  the  Peers  of 
England^  in  or  out  of  Parliament,  are  dan- 
gerous to  the  Conftitution  of  England^  or  in 
the  leaft  Condition  to  infult  or  impofe  upon 
the  Crown,  or  Houfe  of  Commons  ,  for  they 
will  want  Arguments  and  Prefidents  to  make 
out  what  they  alTert,  and  they  will  find  Rea- 
fon  and  Experience  againft  them. 

There  never  was,  nor  can  the  Wit  of  Man 
frame  a  Part  of  a  Government  ( if  of  any  ufe 
at  all)  fo  little  difpofed  to  Innovations,  or  fo 
little  capable  of  procuring  any  dangerous  Al- 
terations in  the  State :    This  Dignity  is  ne- 
ceiTary,  were  it  but  for  the  ornamental  part 
of  the  Government  ^    and    the  Author    will 
give  me  leave  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  Words 
upon  this  occafion^  for  better  Expreffions  can- 
not be  found  than  thofe  he  makes  ufe  of  to 
fupport  Truth.     There  is  iiQt^  fays  he,  a  more 
certain  Maxim  in  Politicks^  than  that   a  Mo- 
narchy  miift  fiibfift   by   an   Ariry^  or  Wobilitj;  ^ 
the  jirjl  makes  it  defpotick^    and  the  latter  a 
free  Govermnent.     I  may  then  fay,  we  mufl: 
lay  afide  our  King,    or  allow  the  Peerage  of 
England   to  be  of  indifpenfible   neceflity    in 
this  frame  of  Government :  And  were  this  all 
could  be  faid  in  their  favour  ^   is  there  more 
wanting,   when  they  are  allow'd   to  be  that 
part  of  the  Conftitution   which   prevent  the 
Monarch  from  being  defpotick,  and  make  us  a 
free  Government  ? 

I  was  always  of  opinion  that  too  much  Ho- 
nor 


nor  was  done  to  the  Lords,  when  they  were 
allow'd  to  be  one  of  the  three  Eflates;  It 
mult  be  agreed,  that  the  King  is  an  eflential 
part  of  .the  Government,  from  the  Weight  of 
his  Character,  and  from  the  Greatnefs  of  his 
Power-  he  rewards  and  punillies,  and  can- 
pardon  •  he  has  great  Revenues  to  fupport  his 
Dignity,  Guards  to  fecura  his  Perfon,  and 
Armies  to  defend  his  Title  and  Prerogative  : 
That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  an  eifential 
part,  and  of  great  Weight  in  the  Ballance, 
will  appear  from  the  Millions  they  have  dif- 
pos'd  of  within  the  fpace  of  Five  and  twenty 
Icars  laft  paft:  in  a  word,  they  have  the 
Wealth  of  the  Nation  at  command,  and  are 
accounted  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People, 
fo  that  they  have  all  the  Authority  that  Mo- 
ny  or  Men  can  give  them. 

What  are  the  Lords  >  a  few  in  Number, 
only  polfelT:  (as  one  Author  has  it)  of  an 
imaginary  Bigmty^  they  reprefent  nothing  but 
themfelves,  and  fo  can  have  no  addition  of 
Strength  but  from  themfelves,  they  are  in  no 
Circumftances  which  make  them  popular,  but 
rather  remain  a  Mark  for  Envy ,  the  greateft 
part  of  them  are  poor,  and  none  of  them  are 
polTefl:  of  a  dangerous  Wealth  j  they  have  no 
Holdings  which  procure  them  Dependencies  j 
they  are  poffeft  of  no  Caftles,  or  flrong  Places, 
nor  have  they  any  Being  as  to  Adion,  but  at 
the  Power  of  another;  that  is,  when  confi- 
der'd  as  a  Body,  they  are  diflTolvable  at  plea- 
fare ;  And  can  there  be  a  Defcription  of  m.ore 
harmlefs  Creatures  >  I  mufl 
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I  muft  have  recoarfe  to  an  Imagination  of 
the  Papifts,  to  exprefs  my  Idea  of  a  Houfe  of 
Lords,  in  refped  to  our  Conftitution.  To  our 
Heavxn  and  Hell  they  have  added  a  Purga- 
tory 5  and  have  made,  as  I  may  fay,  a  third 
Eftate  in  their  Coeleftial  Syftera ,  and  what  is 
the  Idea  of  this  Purgatory  >  it  is  a  certain 
Situation,  where  the  great  and  ultimate  De- 
crees of  Providence  are  not  alter'd,  but  fuf- 
pended  and  dclay'd:  In  ftrictnefs  to  me  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  only  in 
Imagination  a  third  Eftate  -^  a  Situation  like 
Purgatory  in  this.  Affairs  pafs  indeed  thro* 
that  Channel,  they  reft  there  depofited  a 
while,  but  the  final  Directions,  and  the  laft 
Stroke  to  all  Bufinefs  is  given  by  the  folid 
Authority,  or  irrefiftible  Influences  of  the 
Crown,  or  Houfe  of  CommaOns. 
^  T,,    „, ,  .  But  the  Other  Author,  "^  who 

^  The  P.ebeian        ^  i  •     -vt      •  •  i 

Icatters  his  Notions  with  more 
Spleen ,  and  lefs  agreeably  affirms  ,  that 
this  Scheme  might  fet  up  the  Nobles  a- 
bove  King  and  Commons ,  and  after  having 
beg'd  leave  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  proper 
light,  I  am  furpriz'd  to  find  him  fo  much 
in  the  dark  as  to  our  Conftitution,  and  intro- 
ducing what  he  has  to  fay  with  fo  weak  and 
fo  falfe  a  Suppofition.  Suppofe^  fays  he,  the 
Ballance  to  he  now  even  hetvpeen  the  Lords  and 
Crown^  as  it  certainly  is ,  or  elfe  the  Cojiftitii- 
tion  would  not  [uhfijl  in  quiet ^  is  it  not  plain 
to  the  mojl  common  Capacity^  that   when  two 
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Scales  are  upon  equal  Poife^  '^f  yo'^  ^^^^  ^ny 
Weight  out  of  one  of  thcm^  you  give  the  Ad-* 
vantage  to  the  other  /  And  nothing  can  be  more 
dangerous^  than  to  vary  the  Ballance  of  Power 
in  a  limited  Mo7iarchy. 

The  Bdllaqce  of  Power  now  even  between 
the  Crown  and  the  Lords  >  Surely  this  Au- 
thor is  little  ufed  to  Calculations.  This  Gen- 
tleman will  be  pleas'd  to  tell  me  in  what  part 
of  Britain  and  Ireland  are  quarter'd  the  Twen- 
ty Thoufand  difciplin'd  Men  which  belong  to 
the  Lords  ?  I  defire  to  fee  a  Lift  of  their 
Generals  and  fubaltern  Officers?  Where  is  the 
Bank  at  their  Command  ?  And  where  the 
Mony  for  the  Payment  of  their  Troops? 
Where  their  Ammunition,  Artillery,  and  Ma- 
gazines ?  In  what  Ports  are  their  Men  of 
War?  and  of  what  Rates  are  the  Ships  that 
compofe  their  Naval  Force?  W^here  is  the 
Dominion  they  hold  in  Commendam^  equal  to 
the  forcing  Territories  of  our  King?  What 
Princes  are  their  2\llies  abroad?  and  \vhat 
Numbers  of  Troops  are  they  obhg'd  to  furnifli 
at  their  Call? 

Shall  I  be  anfwer'd,  that  all  this  Force  and 
Power  belongs  not  to  the  King  alone  ?  That 
our  Military  Men  are  fupported  with  Mony 
rais'd  by  the  Commons,  and  confented  to  by 
the  Lords  ?  Let  this  Body  be  call'd  the  Army 
of  King  and  People  if  they  pleafe;  I  may 
grant  my  Adverfaries  many  Points  which  I 
might  conteft  with  them,  and  yet  be  fuffici-. 
ently  fupply'd  to  defend  iny  Caufe  j    let  this 
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Reply  therefore  be  allow'd  to  have  Force , 
but  however  in  a  Conteft  betwixt  the  Lords 
and  their  Sovereign,  much  more  in  a  Conteft 
betwixt  the  Lords  and  the  King  and  Commons 
united,  efpecially  when  the  Peers  are  fuppos'd 
to  aft  hke  Madmen,  infulting  their  Prince 
and  Fellow-Subjefts,  to  which  Side  would  all 
this  Force  repair  ? 

But  we  are  ask'd.  What  fliall  oblige  thefc 
jixt^  indepe}ide7it  Lords  to  comply  ivith  the 
Laws  .<?  My  Anfwer  is  fhort,  either  the  King; 
or  the  Houle  of  Commons,  the  Civil  Officers, 
the  Army,  or  the  Mobb. 

In  my  turn  let  me  ask  a  Queftion  -  With 
what  fiiall  the  Lords  fupport  their  Foihes  in 
Violation  of  the  Conftitution,  againft  fuch  fo- 
lid  and  irrefiftible  Fower  ?  I  confefs  it  were 
fliameful  to  anfwer  ferioufly  to  Perfons  who, 
in  my  opinion,  hardly  feem  to  be  in  earneft, 
or  to  believe  what  they  fay.  Expeding  no  Re- 
ply from  them,  I  will  give  this  anfwer  myfelf. 
The  Lords  in  their  greateft  Splendor  and  Au- 
thority, with  their  Speaker  at  their  Head, 
w^hat  have  they  to  contend  with  againft  all 
thefe  fuppofed  Enemies  ?  They  have  an  empty 
embroider'd  Pnrfe,  and  a  black  Rod. 

Shall  we,  to  fatisfy  ourfelves,  look  into  our 
own  Hiftory,  or  examin  the  accounts  of  other 
Nations  ^  in  every  Place,  in  every  Age,  many 
Examples  and  Prefidents  will  be  found  to  con- 
tradict the  new  Opinions  of  thefe  timorous 
Politicians:  In  the  fighting  Ages  of  our  Mo- 
narchy,- when  Lords  were  as  reftlefs  and  tur- 
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bulent,  as  they  are  now  quiet  and  pacifick, 
was  it  ever  known  that  they  took  up  Arms 
againfl  the  Conftitution  ?  They  never  fought 
for  themfelves,  or  to  fet  up  this  Bugbear  Ari- 
ftocracy,  they  fought  the  .Quarrel  of  the 
difputed  ritle  of  their  Kings  ^  and  yet  thefe 
were  Times  when  they  had  real  Force  in  their 
Hands,  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  that  of  their 
Sovereigns. 

The  nature  of  their  Order  confider'd  and 
their  rank  in  Government,  will  fliew  that  they 
can  only  aim  at  the  prefervation  of  what 
they  have,  and  keeping  the  Conftitution  a  foot 
wherein  they  enjoy  diftind:  Priviledges,  which 
defcending  to  their  Children,  they  are  as  zea- 
lous to  preferve  them  to  Pofterity,  as  to  them- 
felves.  The  Nature  of  their  Conftitution  is 
fuch,  that  as  they  are  a  Bar  againft  all  others, 
who  would  change  and  overthrow  the  Frame  , 
fo  they  are  as  naturally  the  Prefervers  of  the 
State  againft  the  Ambition  of  any  of  their 
own  Body. 

Who  were  greater  Adverfaries  to  the  Ty- 
rants that  arofe  out  of  the  Patrician  Order, 
than  the  Senators  of  Roj^je  ^  and.  what  Body 
ever  fo  nobly  refifted  all  attempts  againft  Li- 
berty as  the  Senate  of  that  famous  City  •  the 
whole  tendency  of  fuch  an  AlTembly  is  to 
fupport  one  Head  with  proper  and  limited 
Powers,  that  they  may  be  preferv'd  equal  a- 
mongft  themfelves :  this  induced  the  Senate 
to  frame  and  fupport  the  Dictatorial  Power 
for  a  time  ,   and  in  Exigencies,    that    they 

might 


might  prevent  a  lading  defpotick  iVuthonty 
to  any  of  their  own  Body^  thefe  were  the 
views  of  that  Auguft  Allembly  -^  and  their 
Conduct  and  Vertue  preferv'd  the  Eflablilh'd 
Government,  till  the  Lufl:  of  the  Plebciati  for 
Power,  and  the  Proftitution  of  the  Soldiery 
to  their  Generals ,  overthrew  that  noble 
Frame. 

Suppofe  I  fiiould  efteem  the  weight  of  the 
Lords  and  the  Commons  United  only  a  Fea- 
ther in  the  Scale  againft  the  Crown,  this  no- 
tion may  feem  to  be  too  much  in  the  other 
extream  ^  I  confefs  it  is  very  wide  from  the 
Computation  of  thofe  Writers  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  who  make  the  Ballance  juft  even  be- 
tween Lords  and  King  -^  but  i  own  I  have  no 
notion  of  any  Ballance  at  prefenr  in  our  Con- 
ftitution  fuiricient  to  fecure  it,  againft  evil 
Miniilers,  Peers   by  Election,  ajnd  a  refolute 
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The  only  Ballance  we  can  depend  upon  at 
prefent,  is  a  juft  Ballance  in  the  Judgment - 
of  our  Sovereign  *,  our  Happinefs  depends  up- 
on the  Equity  of  his  Mind,  and  theGoodncfs 
of  his  Heart  ;>  and  a^  a  Lover,  who  hath  not  a 
dcprav'd  Tafte,  would  rather  receive  favours 
from  a  Midrefs  by  confent  than  force  ^  fo  a 
well  judging  Monarch  v/ill  content  UimfclF 
with  vv^hat  a  confenting  Nation  ca-n  aif  )rd  for 
his  and  their  own  Prefervation,  and  Vvrill  chufe 
to  enjoy  (with  the  bleffings  of  his  People) 
the  juft  Honours,  Prerogatives,  and  Advanta- 
ges allow'd  by  the  Conifitution  j  bat  in    the 
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fatal  Cafe  of  a  Difpute,  the  Treatment  given 
'a  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Cromwell  Ihews 
too  plainly  how  Parliamentary  Aflemblies 
may  be  us'd  by  a  King :  I  mention  only  the 
rough,  not  the  fvveet  ways,  by  which  a  Par- 
liament may  be  managed ,  and  I  hope  by  this 
time,  taking  the  whole  into  Confideration,  we 
may  lay  afide  our  fears  of  the  Lords  being 
capable  to  infult  the  Crown,  or  fubvert  the 
Government,  even  when  aggrandized  and  for- 
tified with  all  this  Ad  can  give  unto  them. 

Which,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  will  be  juft 
nothing.  Juft  what  they  were  before  the  paf- 
fing  of  this  Law,  the  fame  they  will  be  after- 
wards. What  grain  of  mifchievous  Power  is 
added  to  the  Lords  by  this  Bill  ?  All  that  can 
be  pretended,  is  a  little  defenfive  x'Vrmour  af- 
forded them  againft  this  fingle  Violence,  the 
fubjed  matter  of  this  Difpute,  which  is  fo 
juftly  abhorr'd  by  all. 

Tho*  it  were  prov'd  that  thefe  dangerous 
Lords  can  do  no  hurt  to  others,  there  yet  re- 
mains a  complaint,  they  will  be  able  to  do  too 
inuch  good  to  themfelves  •  all  the  Places  in 
confequence  of  this  Bill  will  be  engrofs'd  to 
them  and  their  Families,'  and  Merit  and  the 
beft  Parliamentary  Talents  will  be  of  no  ufe 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Serioufly  who- 
ever fis  of  this  Opinion,  has  very  little  con- 
fider'd  the  confequences  of  this  Ad.  When  the 
Crown  is  debarr'd  the  rewarding  deferving 
Commoners  with  Titles ,   in  all   probability 
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more  Places  will  come  to  their  fhare  j  for  nr 
body  can  doubt  but  that  they  mufl  and  wil 
be  Rewarded.  Nay  this  Law  may  even  brin; 
the  blue  Ribbon  amongft  them,  which  the) 
give  for  gone.  If  this  Project  does  not  fucceed 
a  Garter  can  hardly  make  its  way  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Reafon  is  plain, 
becaufe  the  Jirft  reward  a  Commoner  expeBs 
is  a  Peer^ige^  that  all   the  reft  may  be  added 
unto  him  \    but   if  Commoners   have  Merit, 
and  muft  continue  Commoners,    in  all  pro- 
bability this  Reward  with  all  others  will  be 
common  to  them  ,  however,  if  any  Doubt  re- 
main upon  this  Head,   for  I  confefs  this  de- 
ferves  a  peculiar  Regard,     I  take  it  to  be  in 
my  power  to  give  entire  Satisfaction  in  few 
"Words  ;     As  long  as  the    giving  Merit    re- 
mains amongft  Commoners,   let  them   never 
doubt  but  they  (liall  receive. 

But  this  runs  through  this  whole  Pamphlet, 
the  AlTertion  is  ever  mofl:  pofitive,  when  the 
Author  is  moft  in  the  wrong,  of  which  thefe 
words  are  no  little  Proof.  The  Crown  caw 
never  debafe  the  Isohility  and  make  it  cheapo 
tvithout  le[Jemng  its  own  Authority  and  Prnver-^ 
this  is  ofFer'd  like  one  of  the  undeniable  Ele- 
ments of  Eitclid^  on  which  all  fubfequent  De- 
monftrationsare  to  be  fuppos'd  infallible. 

Not  to  enter  into  a  thorough  Difpute  upon 
this  Head,  I  olTerthis  Crifis  in  our  Englifi  Hi- 
ftory  to  the   Confideration    of  my  Country- 
men ^   which  I  take  to  be   the   critical  Mo- 
ment, 
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irjent,  when  the  Crown  moft  increas'd  its  Au- 
thority and  Power,  by  debafing  and  weaken- 
ing the  Nobility.  King  Henry  the  Seventh 
has  obtained  the  Charafter  of  a  deep  and  poli- 
tick Prince  from  that  very  Stratagem,  by 
which  he  reduced  the  Engltjb  Peers  ^  they  were 
condemned  to  be  rich,  they  could  not  fell,  nor 
ahenate  their  Fortunes^  he  gracioully  pro- 
cured them  the  Liberty  of  flinging  away  their 
Eftates.  Without  further  Difpute,  1  leave  it 
to  the  World  to  judge  ^  whether  this  was  an 
injudicious  Step  in  that  Prince,  towards  en- 
creafing  and  fecuring  the  Authority  and  Pow- 
er of  Kings. 

I  come  now  (I  fear  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
>ReaderJ  to  confider  the  laft  Paragraph  of  this 
Paper,  I  could  not  but  be  pleas'd  with  it,  all 
the  Expreilions  are  lively,  and  the  Facts  are 
true. 

But  even  in  the   laft  part  of  the    Courfe 
it  feems  to  me,  that  the  Vivacity,  the  Mettle 
of  the  Author,  makes  him  lofe  the  Race  :  what 
can  be  faid  with  more  force  againft  his   own 
Sentiments,  and  with  more  Convidion  for  tin 
Merit  of  the  Bill  propos'd,    than  to  ajjirm  (a 
he  does,  ^  h  had  produced  a  never  before  known 
JJnanhmty   among^fl  our   great    Men  :    It   ba^ 
yoked  the   iJon   ivhh   the  lamb:  The  WhiggJ 
-with  the  Tories,  Men  in  Fewer  with  thofe  tht. 
have  turn  d  out ^  ^f  ^^*     Indeed  there  was  no- 
thing wanting  to  a  compleat  Agreement,  bu| 
the  Company  of  thofe  who  lately  turn'd  ou 
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themfelves,  whether  by  Inclination  or  Fore- 
light  I  cannot  determine  ^  and  furely  fuch 
an  Approbation  from  Perfons  differing  in 
Cbaraders  and  Interefls,  is  the  greateft  Proof, 
that  the  Projefl:  in  queftion  is  highly  requifite 
in  our  prefent  Circumftances,  and  undoubted- 
Iv  for  the  publick  good. 
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Remarks  on  a  pamphlet  entitled  The 
thoughts  of  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House.. 
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